
 

When Working Families Thrive, Businesses Prosper: 
Investing in Early Childhood Makes it Possible! 

 

Who We Are 
Illinois Action for Children (IAFC) uplifts children and all who care for them. We connect families to 
quality child care, advocate for family-friendly policies, strengthen the early childhood workforce, 
and work with communities to create lasting positive change.  

 

Why It Matters 

• Approximately 90% of a child’s brain development happens before age five. Early 
investment in children’s learning and care drives positive lifelong outcomes and creates a 
solid foundation for success. 

• Employers would struggle to recruit and retain working parents without strong early 
education and care. Our economic stability and well-being depend on the availability, 
accessibility, and affordability of child care and early learning for parents and families.  

 

What We Do 
Our 26 comprehensive programs support children and families in five key areas: 

• Early Care and Education: Helping families access high-quality, affordable early learning 
programs; Operating (4) Head Start Early Learning Centers, and Home Visiting 

• Advocacy: Statewide impact through coalition building, organizing, education campaigns 

• Research: Producing relevant early childhood research to help inform real solutions 

• Training/Workforce Development: Training and upskilling early childhood professionals 
and helping emerging professionals navigate the complexities of higher education 

• Community Impact: Strengthen resources, remove barriers, provide parent/child support 

 

Corporate Partnership: Clear Business Value 
Along with effective policies, corporate partnerships play a vital role in sustaining support for 
children and families.  

Partners in Action, IAFC’s corporate partners program, can significantly benefit your 
organization and enhance your social impact: 

• Engage Your Employees. Boost workplace morale and retention through purpose-driven 
work that directly affects caregivers and children 



• Distinguish Your Brand. Differentiate your organization through visible, credible 
corporate social responsibility and leadership 

• Expand Your Network. Meet and attract new audiences to increase awareness and 
secure new business 

 

Shared Value 

While supporting IAFC’s work, your business will benefit from opportunities that enhance visibility, 
build credibility, and reach new audiences including parents, advocates, community leaders, 
caregivers/educators (many of whom are small business owners). 

1.  Share Insights as a Thought Leader or Serve as a Pro-Bono Consultant 
o Workshops, training, pro-bono consulting, and leadership roles that support our 

organization while elevating awareness and credibility of your business. 
2. Enhance Your Visibility & Reach New Audiences  

o Email (up to 100K), social media, web features, video content 
3. Invest in the Community Initiatives That Are Meaningful to You  

o Explore and fund high-impact programs tied to positive educational and life 
outcomes for children and families. 

4. Build Employee Commitment  
o Studies show employees are prouder and more committed to companies that 

prioritize corporate social responsibility and engage them in acts of service. 
 

Bottom Line  

Partnering with IAFC delivers shared value: 

• Advances your corporate social responsibility priorities 

• Strengthens communities and your workforce 

• Demonstrates leadership on issues that matter 

 

 

Take the Next Step 
Contact Sari Rubin, Director of Philanthropy, or review our Strategic Partnership Opportunities 
packet, which includes partner testimonials, for details on how you can become a Partner in Action 
today!! 

 

We are pleased to recognize Partners in Action members with additional sponsorship benefits 
at our premiere annual fundraising event A Time to Shine: 

Thursday, October 15, 2026 | 5:30-9 p.m. | Theater on Lake | Chicago, IL 
Commit by August 14 to earn an extra, exclusive pre-event social media announcement. 

mailto:sari.rubin@actforchildren.org
https://www.actforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Partners-in-Action-Packet-2026-2027.pdf

