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Father Survey Results

The child care referral team at Illinois Action for Children (IAFC) wanted to engage more fathers and father-figures and learn more about their needs.  The father survey was created after speaking with multiple organizations and programs who work with fathers.  They provided valuable input into the type of questions that should be asked, including open-ended questions to allow the fathers to share freely.  

IAFC created the Father Survey Flyer containing a QR code with the survey in both English and Spanish.  These flyers were widely distributed among community partner organizations, father programs, and during community outreach events.

[bookmark: _Hlk220441152]Demographics
[bookmark: _Hlk220441390][bookmark: _Hlk220441366]Fifty-three fathers responded to the survey.  The fathers who responded lived in all regions of Cook County and one father lived in Kankakee County. Two of the fathers shared that they were foster fathers. Fourteen shared that they or their children were in a temporary living situation.  Fathers had a total of 78 children.  Please see the charts below with the breakdown of the regions and ages of the children.











Percentages reflect the proportion of responding fathers who have at least one child in each age group.  Fathers may have children in multiple age categories.


[bookmark: _Hlk220440766]
Child Care and Early Learning Needs
The survey asked if the fathers needed help with finding child care, paying for child care, or enrolling in a preschool program. The following chart shows the breakdown of the responses.





Fathers were asked if they wanted to be contacted to receive assistance with their child care and early learning needs and to provide their email.  All fathers were emailed to provide them with further assistance.


[bookmark: _Hlk220440861]
Information Session Interest
The survey listed nine topics and asked fathers if they would attend an information session on any of them.  The following chart shows their responses from highest to lowest.




	

	Under “Other” responses, one parent shared they would like “Guidance - no one ever showed me how to be a father".  Additional “Other” responses included:

	· Parenting resources

	· Navigating services

	· Immigration

	· Translation




[bookmark: _Hlk220440935]













Top Three Needs

The survey asked what the fathers’ top three needs are.  The top open-ended responses fell into nine categories that can be seen in the chart below.  



Quotes of fathers about their top three needs:

“Support groups, finding parent groups with children mine can play with - often when parents find out my child doesn’t have a mother, they cut off contact with us.”

“More time, More I love yous, and Food resources.”

“Only one just like minded fathers to bounce ideas off of so like a support group/system.”

“Work, make sure all my bills are paid, and taking my family out on off days.”

“Support, housing, child care.”

“Quality childcare, paying for childcare, hours of childcare- weekends, afterhours.”

“Financial budgeting, mental health or counseling, ideas or events to do with my kids.”

Other categories of responses included:
· Legal Support
· Health/Health Insurance
· Mental Health Resources
· Transportation Assistance

· Resources in general
· Children’s Education
· Clothing

[bookmark: _Hlk220441012]Biggest Challenge as a Father

The survey asked what is the biggest challenge as a father and they typed in their own response.  Their responses were categorized and the top nine responses can be seen in the chart below.





Quotes of fathers about their biggest challenge as a father:

“Having to adhere to the conditions of my children's mother in order to be allowed to be in my children's lives.”

“Being a single girl dad and being able to create an environment where she can have other kids play and spend time with her.”

“Hacer de mis hijos buenas personas . Lograr en ellos un buen desarrollo personal.” (To make my children good people. To achieve good personal development for them).

“Establishing an adaptive and reliable support system for my daughter who has development delays.”

“Learning how to do a little black girls’ hair.”

“Seeing my child and getting affordable care for her.”

“Making each child feel loved in their own special way is a constant challenge.”

Other categories of responses included:
· Mental Health Support
· Employment Support
· Finding resources including special needs
· Food
· Education
· Children’s Activities

Final Comments:  “Is there anything else that you’d like to share with us?”

Quotes from some of the father responses:

“The institutions need to be more equitable for fathers who cannot afford to pay for legal fees for years in order for the truth to be realized.”

“The system is designed for fathers to fail so we have to redesign a system that works for us and with us.”

“I appreciate the questions.”

“Disabled combat veteran and full-time student.”

“Single dad, needs help paying for food and bills.”

“Estoy paliando la custodia de mi primer hijo (I’m fighting for custody of my first child.)”

“Last year I was only able to work when my daughter's schedule allowed it. It was difficult finding childcare because of her developmental delays and I struggled because of it.”

“Need more fatherhood programs for dads.”

“Being a father I learned to accept my kids for who they are and guide them to do the right thing.”

[bookmark: _Hlk220441472]Follow-up

Ninety-four percent of the fathers who responded said that they would like to receive future communication from IAFC.  We contacted these fathers to request their mailing address.  Twenty-six percent responded and IAFC mailed them an age-appropriate children’s book.  The theme of the children’s books focused on the father-child relationship.  We also included a book mark with tips on making reading fun and ways to engage their children while reading.




[bookmark: _Hlk220441496]Next Steps

Illinois Action for Children is creating materials dedicated specifically to fathers.  The goal is to engage fathers with child care resources and other father support resources.  IAFC is also working on compiling various community resources to create a father’s resource document based on the survey responses including father support groups, parent education, employment support services, mental health resources, housing, and legal assistance throughout Cook County.    















Where do the fathers who responded live?


S 	&	 SW Chicago	S 	&	 SW Suburbs	West 	&	 Central Chicago	N 	&	 NW Chicago	N 	&	 NW Suburbs	West Suburbs	Kankakee County	20	13	10	4	4	1	1	


Are you or your children in a 
temporary living situation?



Yes	No	14	39	
What are the ages of your children?


Birth to 3	3-5	6-12	13-18	18+	0.36	0.36	0.51	0.13	0.11	


Do you need help with the following?


Paying for Child Care	Finding Child Care	Enrolling in a preschool program through your school district 	None of the above 	19	17	6	29	


Would you like to be contacted regarding your selections for further assistance?




No	Yes	4	17	
Would you attend an information session on the following?


Support groups for fathers 	Job training programs (ex: finding a job, learning a trade, etc)	 Mental Health (ex: stress, anxiety, depression, anger management, etc	Parenting (ex: fussy babies, discipline, co-parenting)	Public benefits available for families 	Legal Matters (ex: family court, child support, etc) 	Finding and paying for child care 	Other	Resources for children with special needs (ex: early intervention services, IEP help, etc) 	13	10	9	9	8	6	4	3	2	


What are your top three needs as a father?


Financial Support	Housing	Finding and paying for child care 	Employment Assistance	Father Support	Parent Education	Food	More Time (for child or self)	Children's Activities	13	10	9	9	7	6	6	5	5	


What is your biggest challenge as a father?


Life Balance (Time)	Finances	Single Parent	Child Care	Co-parenting	Father Support	Parent Education	9	6	5	5	3	3	3	


Would you like to be included on future communication?




No	Yes	3	46	
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